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Constructing Pakistan addresses the
previously neglected aspect of postcolonial
and historical engagement with the creation
and construction of Indian Muslim national
identity before the partition of India in
1947. Masood Ashraf Rajas main assertion,
challenging the conventional and
postcolonial appraisals of the Indian
national history, is that the Indian Muslim
particular identity and Muslim
exceptionalism preceded the rise of
Congress or Gandhian nationalism. Using
major theories of nationalism-including
works of Benedict Anderson, Anthony D.
Smith, John Breuilly, Partha Chatterjee and
others-and analysis of literary, political,
and religious texts produced by Indian
Muslims, Constructing Pakistan traces the
varied Muslim responses to the post 1857
British ascendancy. This study provides a
multilayered discussion of Indian Muslim
nationalism from the rise of post 1857
Muslim exceptionalism to the beginnings
of a more focused struggle for a nation-sate
in the 1940s. In this dual act of retrieval
and intervention, a varied mixture of
literary, political, and religious texts are
employed to suggest that if the Muslim
textual production of this time period is
read within the realm of politics and not
just within the arena of culture, then the
rise of Indian Muslim nationalism can be
clearly traced within these texts and
through their affective value for the Indian
Muslims.Raja combines close readings of
the texts, their reception, and the politics of
identity formation specifically related to
the rise of Indian Muslim nationalism. The
authors main argument hinges on two
important assumptions: 1) After the
rebellion it becomes extremely important
for the Muslim elite to force the dominant
British regime into a hegemonic view of
the Muslims, and 2) this forces the Muslim
elite to develop a language of politics that
must always invoke the people in order to
enter the British system of privileges and
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dispensations. Consequently, the rise of
early Muslim exceptionalism and its
eventual specific nationalistic unfolding, of
which Pakistan was one outcome, can then
be read as political acts that long preceded
the Indian national party politics. The
reason most Indian and European
historians cannot trace a pronounced
Muslim sense of separate identity before
the 1940s is because they trace this identity
either in the form of resistance or in the
shape of party politics. The early loyalism
of the Muslim elite, in such strategy,
remains unexplained, as it does not fit the
resistance model. Constructing Pakistan
attempts to re-read this loyalism as a
sophisticated form of resistance that, in the
end, makes the Muslim question central to
the British politics of post-rebellion era.
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